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Arctaris Michigan Partners LLC has made 
the first investment from its new private 
equity fund, $2.25 million, in Moguldom 

Media Group LLC, a fast-growing black-owned 
media company based in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
that opened an office in downtown Detroit last 
month to house its documentary film division.
 “Planting the flag in Detroit, with its big 
automotive brands, was really important for us,” 
said Jamarlin Martin, Moguldom Media’s founder 
and CEO. 
 In October, Inc. magazine ranked Moguldom 
Media Group the 14th fastest-growing company 
of the 100 fastest-growing media companies in 
the U.S. and No. 882 on its list of 5,000 fastest-
growing companies across industries.
 Moguldom has a three-year growth rate of 
510 percent and 2013 revenue of $15.4 million. 
 Moguldom Films LLC has hired five of the 
20 employees it plans for the Detroit office in 
Harmonie Park and has hired five temporary 
employees, including a director, production 
manager and camera operators, to work on a 
documentary on police brutality that began 
shooting locally a month ago. It has a budget 
of $200,000 and has yet to be given a title, said 
Martin.
 Martin said the company will invest up to 
$200,000 in a film. 
 Arctaris Michigan Partners, based in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, is a affiliate of Boston-based 
Arctaris Capital Partners LLC. In October 
2013, Arctaris Capital announced it had launched 
a Michigan operation and was raising what it 
hoped would be a fund of at least $150 million, 
the Michigan Income and Principal-Protected 
Growth Fund LP.
 In 2012, Arctaris Capital first made news 
here when it arranged funding for New Center 
Stamping on Milwaukee Street in Midtown.
 According to Jonathan Tower, managing 
partner of Arctaris Michigan, paperwork for 
the second investment from the Michigan fund 

will be done soon, for Sader Power Enterprises 
Michigan LLC, a subsidiary of Sader Power
LLC of New Orleans that plans to hire 220 full-
time employees in Pontiac to manufacture racking 
systems for rooftop solar panels.
 Tower said Arctaris has committed to a first 
round of funding of $4.8 million in Sader and 
expects to fund a total of $9.5 million for the 
company, both from the Michigan fund and from 
the Boston-based Arctaris Income Fund LP. 
 Arctaris had a first close on the Michigan 
fund of $22.5 million last year, including $4.5 
million from the Michigan Strategic Fund of the 
Michigan Economic Development Corp. 
 In August, it had a second close of $20 million 
and has $85 million committed for a third close, 
if the state approves another $15 million in 
matching money. 
 Tower said other investors in the Michigan 
fund include Pittsburgh-based PNC Financial 
Services Group Inc., Troy-based Flagstar 
Bancorp Inc., Farmington Hills-based Level One 
Bancorp Inc., Southfield-based Meadowbrook 
Insurance Group Inc., Grosse Pointe-based 
Robinson Capital LLC and Michigan 
foundations. 
 Tower said Arctaris will invest another $1 
million in Moguldom Media by the end of the 
year, pending state approval, which is expected to 
be a formality. 
 Arctaris’ funding is in the form of loans 
and often in conjunction with equity funding 
from other sources. Tower said that portfolio 
companies must have minimum revenue of 
$10 million and a minimum of $1 million 
in EBITDA (earnings before interest, taxes, 
depreciation and amortization). 
 Martin said Moguldom has what he described 
as “a vanilla banking and lending relationship” 
with City National Bank in Florida, but that 
traditional bank funding was unavailable for his 
expansion plans into Detroit and Johannesburg, 
South Africa, despite his company’s continued 
rapid growth.
 He said he had been introduced to Tower in 
2010 by an investment banker in Silicon Valley. 

Tower eventually joined Moguldom’s board of 
advisers. 
 “We built a relationship,” said Martin. 
“We had a couple of options for funding our 
growth, but Arctaris is committed to minority 
entrepreneurship in Detroit.” 
 “Jamarlin has a strong entrepreneurial spirit 
and has been completely bootstrapped,” Tower 
said. “He hasn’t raised any outside capital since he 
launched the company seven years ago by buying 
a domain name for $7. 
 “Jamarlin fits our model of replacing 
traditional bank financing for companies. He’s 
got the No. 1 digital media company focused 
on the African-American demographic. He’s got 
more clicks and more unique visitors than all the 
other African-American websites combined,” said 
Tower. 
 “But Michigan banks were saying, “You’re a 
profitable minority-owned business and you can’t 
get a loan from a New York bank?’ And New 
York banks were saying, “You want us to loan you 
money to open up in a bankrupt city?’ 
 “This made sense for us. It’s a very profitable 
media company with verifiable equity value.” 
 According to Martin, Moguldom has more 
than 14.3 million unique visitors for its various 
websites, more than 236 million page views a 
month and 138 million mobile page views a 
month. The company’s nine websites have 1.7 
million followers on Facebook and Twitter, and 
its seven YouTube channels, which produce more 
than 20 videos a week, have had 38 million views. 
 Websites include Mommynoire, a site about 
parenting; Madamenoire, a lifestyle site for black 
women; AFKTravel, a site about African tourism; 
and HipHopWired, about the music and 
entertainment industries. 
 The company has more than 100 employees 
in offices in New York City, Los Angeles, Atlanta, 
Fort Lauderdale, Johannesburg and London. 
 The movie division will release 12 titles this 
year. The first, “A Genius Leaves the Hood: The 
Unauthorized Story of Jay-Z,” has sold almost 
20,000 units since its launch in March.
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